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Chairperson Gabbard and Members of the Committee: 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 1861 HD1, relating to coffee 

berry borer.  This bill extends the pesticide subsidy program by four years to June 30, 

2025; extends the pesticide subsidy program manager position, including the position’s 

civil service and collective bargaining laws exemption, until the year after the program 

sunsets, specifically, June 30, 2026; and appropriates funds from the general fund for 

fiscal year 2020-2021 to the Hawaii Department of Agriculture for the program and 

program manager position for fiscal year 2020-2021; and requires the Department to 

submit a report of its findings and recommendations, including any proposed legislation, 

to the legislature on the results of the subsidy program and whether the program should 

be allowed to expire or be extended, and if extended, with or without modification, not 

later than twenty (20) days prior to the convening of the regular session of 2025.  The 

Department supports this measure.  

 

 Invasive species are a primary threat to Hawaii’s agriculture and economy.  The 

coffee berry borer (Hypothenemus hampei) is a significant coffee pest in Hawaii and the 

world.  The extension of the subsidy program and program manager position, and the 

additional funds will allow the Department to continue to support coffee farmers by 
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partially offsetting the costs of purchasing certain pesticides that contain Beauveria 

bassiana as an active ingredient, in order to control the coffee berry borer and mitigate 

the damage it causes to the coffee beans. 

  

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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HB 1861 HD1 – RELATING TO COFFEE BERRY BORER 

Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman, and members of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Environment: 

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of HB 1861 HD1 relating to the coffee 
berry borer (CBB). 

Our testimony is the same as previously submitted in strong support for this bill.  

According to the 2018 State Agriculture overview published by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Hawai‘i produced 5.4 million pounds (green weight) of coffee grown on 
7,100 harvested acres, with an average yield of 1.92 tons/acre, at a unit price of 
$19.40/lb., for a value of $50.16 million. These data show the high value of this crop to 
Hawai‘i agriculture since that value is based on using just 0.65% of farm acres 
operated. 

The CBB is found in most coffee growing countries of the world and was discovered in 
Kona, Hawai‘i in 2010. It has the potential to be a devastating disease for this industry. 
It is established on Hawai‘i Island, and can be found now on O‘ahu and Maui. At the 
moment it is the most important pest for coffee, with the hopes that early detection and 
rapid response by the Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture (HDOA) will continue to keep 
the other major disease of coffee out of Hawai‘i. 

The CBB is endemic to Central Africa. It belongs to a subfamily of beetles that houses 
some of the most important pests world-wide. Female beetles bore into the berry and 
lay eggs inside the seed and the brood then feasts on the coffee seed. Because this 
happens inside the berry and seed, it can be difficult to control. 

An integrated pest management program (IPM) developed Best Management Practices 
to control the CBB. Collaborative research has shown that sanitation along with 
biocontrol can be effective. Cooperative Extension Agents estimate that about 80% of 



coffee farmers are familiar with the IPM program. Cooperative Extension Agents with 
the College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa, further estimate that the IPM program has directly saved approximately $11 
million in farm gate value, and directly saved another $11 million in efforts to control the 
spread of the CBB. Realizing the direct and indirect effects highlights the value that this 
IPM program has for the coffee industry and the state of Hawai‘i. 

The IPM program uses an insecticide (pesticide), known as a mycoinsecticide, to 
control the borer. A fungus, Beauveria bassiana, is a biological control material and is 
bought commercially. HDOA was empowered in the past to develop and manage a CBB 
pesticide subsidy plan, allowing as much as $600/acre for the grower. The basic 
approach of this bill is to maintain parts of that program into the future, until 2025. 

The IPM program has been shown to be not only effective in control, but maybe more 
important, effective in controlling the spread of the beetle to other parts of Hawai‘i. 

There is concern that without a full functioning subsidy program, efforts to apply IPM 
would be reduced; thereby reducing the on-farm and regional effectiveness of the 
strategy. A survey of coffee growers indicated that nearly 38% of growers would reduce 
the rate of the pesticide if the program was detrimentally affected. It is reasonable to 
assume that this would negatively affect the control and spread of the CBB. 

Given the estimated $22 million/year effectiveness of the IPM program that includes a 
biological insecticide, we support HB 1861 HD1 and thank the committee for the 
opportunity to submit testimony in its behalf. 
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Invasive species such as insects, disease-bearing organisms, snakes, weeds, and other 
pests pose the greatest threat to Hawaii's economy, tourism, agriculture, the natural 
environment, and to the health and lifestyle of Hawaii's people, and already cause 
millions of dollars in crop losses, the extinction of native species, the destruction of 
native wet, moist and dry land forests, and the spread of disease.  Many more harmful 
pests, including the coffee berry borer, now threaten to invade all of the Hawaiian 
Islands and wreak further damage. 
 
Supporting and helping local farmers including coffee growers, is essential not only to 
protect the livelihood of these farmers, but also to mitigate the threats and impacts of 
invasive species in Hawaii, and to effectively protect Hawaii's natural resources and 
native species.   HB 1861, H.D.1 will assist local coffee growers by further extending the 
sunset date of the Pesticide Subsidy Program and the manager position needed to help 
administer the Program as originally intended by Acts 105 (2014) and 152 (2015), which 
were specifically established to aid with the prevention and control of the coffee berry 
borer and ultimately, the protection of Hawaii's environment and economy. 
 
For the above reasons, LURF supports HB 1861, H.D.1 and respectfully urges your 
favorable consideration.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding this matter.  
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Comments:  
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RE:		SUPPORT	for	HB1861	
RELATING	TO	COFFEE	BERRY	BORER	
Coffee	Berry	Borer;	Subsidy	Program;	Appropriation	($)	
	
Aloha	Chair	and	Committee	Members,	
	
The	Synergistic	Hawaii	Agriculture	Council	stands	in	support	of	this	Bill.		Our	three	
founding	associations	-	the	Hawaii	Papaya	Industry	Association,	the	Hawaii	Floriculture	
and	Nursery	Association,	and	the	Hawaii	Coffee	Association	-	represent	560	businesses,	
from	growers	to	processors	and	shippers,	stretching	across	the	State	of	Hawaii.		
	
The	coffee	berry	borer	(CBB)	is	a	devastating	invasive	pest	that	continues	to	spread	around	
the	state.	Economically,	many	smaller	farms	struggle	to	keep	up	with	the	cost	burdens	that	
CBB	has	introduced.	Close	to	1,000	farms	have	been	impacted	by	the	beetle.			This	subsidy	
increases	the	participation	of	growers	in	pest	management	and	has	made	control	much	
more	effective	regionally.		By	lowering	the	cost	of	the	product,	more	growers	are	likely	to	
treat	the	pest,	and	the	overall	quality	of	the	crop	increases.			
	
For	every	$50	in	subsidy	costs	spent	per	acre,	approximately	$600	in	improved	crop	value	
is	returned	to	the	farmer.		This	has	the	potential	to	increase	income	by	up	to	$2.4	million	
across	our	Kona,	Ka’u	and	Maui	coffee	communities.		The	University	of	Hawaii	estimates	
that	each	agricultural	dollar	circulates	11	times	through	the	community,	via	local	wages,	
goods	and	services.		Supporting	ag	is	good	for	the	economy.			
	
This	program	should	be	funded	at	a	minimum	of	$200,000	per	year	to	continue	the	
current	rate	of	subsidy,	including	the	provision	for	program	staffing.	
	
Thank	you	for	considering	support	to	this	bill.	Your	attention	makes	a	difference	in	the	
lives	of	hundreds	of	farmers.		
	
Mahalo	nui	loa!	
	
	
	
Suzanne	Shriner	
Administrator	
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bruce corker 
Testifying for Rancho 
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Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Gabbard and Committee Members: 

As a Hawaii coffee farmer, I strongly support HB1861 to continue the Beauveria 
bassiana subsidy program to combat Coffee Berry Borer (CBB) in Hawaii. CBB 
threatens the future economic viability of coffee production in our state. The subsidy 
program needs to be extended as the state and coffee growers develop systems to 
address CBB. 

Please support Hawaii farmers and enact HB1861.  

Bruce Corker, Rancho Aloha, Holualoa, Hawaii County 
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Cynthia Maryanoff Testifying for KCFA Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

SMALL Kona coffee farmers simply cannot afford this required treatment. We 
appreciate your continuing support so the small  industry survives 

  

sincerely 

Cynthia and Bruce Maryanoff for KCFA 

 



HB-1861-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/10/2020 11:19:38 AM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Thomas RaysonMD 
Testifying for Board 

Member Kona Coffee 
Farmers Association 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear state house and senate committee members: 

Aloha! My name is Tom Rayson and I am a local Kona coffee grower here on the big 
Island at Captain Cook with a small estate Kona coffee farm. I am also a scientist in the 
position. I urge you to support HP 1861 to continue the subsidy program for 
CBB fungacide. CBB known as the coffee core beetle, Is an invasive past that has been 
here just a little over 10 years from Brazil. The bug enters into the coffee cherries 
and ruins the beans with eggs and larva and new female and male Beetles which then 
re-populate more coffee beans. It spreads like crazy and it is very difficult to control and 
has a major impact on yield and quality of our coffee. The only way to really Combat it is 
with the fungus agent which kills the eggs. This chemical is very expensive and the 
subsidy program is paramount to make sure Kona coffee farmers can make a small 
profit on our valuable local resource; the Finest coffee in the world Kona coffee! Please 
support this bill !!thank you very much!! 

Mahalo! 

Thomas Rayson MD 

82-5999 Coffee Pl 

Captain Cook HI 96704 

Active member Kona coffee farmers Association 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Judith Shuster Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a small coffee farm and member of KCFA, this bill is vital to us. The  costs to fight 
the CBB on our organic farm has certainly been a financial hardship. The added cost to 
buy product and paying for someone to apply it has only been aided by the supplement 
money. Please pass this bill to continue this vital funding to the coffee farmers of this 
island. Mahalo 

Judith Shuster 

Kona Kaffee Farm 
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Submitted on: 3/8/2020 11:59:44 AM 
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dylan P. Armstrong Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Gabbard, Vice Chair Ruderman, and Esteemed Members of the 
Committee, 

I write in support of House Bill 1864, House Draft 1. 

The future of Hawaii's value-added economy depends on ability to manage supply-
threats like coffee berry borer (CBB).  People around the world associate Hawaii's 
coffee regions with world class product.  Our farmers complete with globally competitive 
prices, whereas Hawaii experiences high costs of labor (due to high costs of living), high 
equipment, and high transportation costs.  This measure extends a critical CBB 
management subsidy, to give our farmers a comparative advantage. 

In summary, please support HB1661 HD1. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Best, 
Dylan P. Armstrong 
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Submitted on: 3/8/2020 1:47:34 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sandra Scarr Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To the Committee, 

I strongly support HB 1861. 

I  have farmed Kona coffee for 20 years. Since 2010, when CBB was identified in Kona, 
the cost of farming coffee has increased greatly.  The cost of one spray of my 5 acres of 
trees is $250 and to control a CBB infestation requires spraying every 3 to 4 weeks 
throughout the fruiting season from March to November. 

The state subside of 50% of the cost of Botanigard spray is welcome assistance to 
coffee farmers. Without this support, fewer farmers would be able to spray, or spray as 
frequently. . CBB infestation of the islands wouulh increase greatly.  With this 
assistance, farmers have been able to keep infestation levels low enough to produce 
viable coffee crops.  

We thank you for the support! 

 



HB-1861-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 2:03:47 PM 
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Testifier 
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Hearing 

Deniz Tek Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am a coffee grower in Kona. The existence of our small farm and that of many of our 
neighbours is threatened by the ongoing and worsening CBB infestation. We depend 
heavily on continuation of the subsidy to carry on our work. Please support HB1861. 

Thank you. 

  

 



HB-1861-HD-1 
Submitted on: 3/9/2020 7:44:48 PM 
Testimony for AEN on 3/11/2020 1:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John Koontz Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please pass this bill!  Coffee farmers have been hit hard with the introduction of 
CBB.  for my 4 acre coffe farm, I end up spending about $2000 a year for Botanigard, 
not including aboutr 50 hours of labor spent to spray it........and the 
equipment......HELP!. 
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Submitted on: 3/10/2020 10:48:17 AM 
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Susan Dursin Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

To: Sen. Gabbard, Chair, Sen. Ruderman, Vice-chair, and Members of the Committee: 

I urge your support of HB1861, continuation of the pesticide subsidy program. As a 
coffee farmer, I can speak to the great success of this program. South Kona has seen 
the rate of coffee berry borer damage decrease substantially since the program began. 
At  one point, my husband and I saw so much damage that we even questioned 
continuing to farm. After beginning to use Botanigard, we have seen a decrease in 
damage every year.  

It is not enough, however, to reach a low rate of damage and discontinue the use of the 
pesticide. The effort must be an ongoing one. Also, it is not enough that random farmers 
use the pesticide. It must be a widespread effort, with applications on a regular 
schedule. More farmers are beginning to see the benefits, and as the program 
continues, more farmers have access to the pesticide and begin to lower their rates of 
damage. 

The program has been well-administered with the opportunity for research providing 
much-needed information. 

Please vote yes for HB1861, HD1. 
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Lawrence Ford Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Help support our agricultural businesses.  Coffee farmers need all of the support they 
can get. 
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